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Copy of DISPATCH from 



' His Grace the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; 
containing the Case of Mr. St . John Mason, 



WITH AN- APPENDIX. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be printed, a June 1812. 



Dublin Castle, i‘* December 181 1. 

DEAR SIR, 

H AVING been directed to furnish such information as I could collect, 

* relative to the causes of the arrest and imprisonment of St. John Mason, in 
i j8oa and for some time after, I proceeded to investigate the Case with all the 

diligence in mv power; but I found few original Papers on the subject; no 
official projet or memorandum, and even the information collected by enquiry has 
been in many partsvery vague and unsatisfactory. Nor can this appear surprising 
when it is recollected, that he was arrested during the suspension ot the Habeas 
Corpus Act, and while the Country was in a state of Insurrection, and that 
since his arrest a period of eight years has elapsed; that in that time there have 
been seven Chief Secretaries, three Under Secretaries, and three Attormes 
General ; that notwithstanding changes of administration, and former com- 
plaints and enquiries as to his treatment in prison, Mr. Mason has now, tor the 
first time desired a scrutiny into the causes of his arrest and detention (at least 
to my knowledge) whereby that part of the subject has been forgot, 1 he Case, 
as far as I have been able to discover it, was this : 

St. John Mason was first cousin to Robert Emmet-, his trial is in print, and the 
read in" of it might be no bad preparation for any gentleman who wished to 
understand the state of Dublin at that time, and the views and feelings o 
Government: Emmet's concern in the Insurrection of July 23 1803, appeared 
by the papers which on that night were found in the Rebel Depot in Mass- 
lane and sent to the Castle, some of which were proved on his trial; so far the 
Government was fully informed ; but what the extent of their information in 
other respects was, it is perhaps impossible now to discover: we must endeavour 
to ascertain the facts, and suppose them to have been known at the time. 

For some months previous to the Insurrection, Emmet had lived in or near 
Dublin, occupied chiefly in preparations for that etent. At the time oi the 
/ • * r r A Insurrection, 
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Insurrection, and for some time before, but how long does not appear, St. John 
Mason, the first cousin and intimate friend of Emmet, resided at Sea Point, a gen- 
teel boarding-house about four miles from the city, to which be probably had 
made frequent visits, though this does not appear : I cannot find any evidence 
of any intercourse having taken place between them during this time.; but it 
seems natural, that in the alarm and doubt, and suspense which followed the 
23 d July, it should have been at least strongly suspected that such intercourse 
had existed. Mason certainly took no part in the murders in Thomas-street ; 
the Insurrection in that quarter took place about nine o’clock in the evening, at 
which time he was in a large company at the house of a very respectable gen- 
tleman who resided about miles from town, and from Sea 

Point. Even this, however, did not tend to exempt him from all suspicion, as it 
was generally said that the company were surprised at his not coming till eight 
o’clock (though a dinner-party) and at his arriving there, not from Sea Point, but 
from town. On that night Mason lay at. Sea Point ; on the next or the following 
night he lay. at an Hotel in James-street, almost adjoining the spot where the 
Insurrection had broken out, and from thence proceeded by various modes of 
travelling as far as Nenagh, that being the direct way to Kerry, where Mason's 
connections iay ; there he was arrested (it does not appear on what day) by 
a Magistrate of the county, in consequence, as he states, af an 
order for that purpose from the then Under Secretary. In Mason’s letter-case 
were found some letters, particularly one directed to him, concerning which he 
expressed considerable anxiety, saying, that it was from a female in London. 
This letter the Magistrate read, and forwarded with the rest, and the prisoner, to 
the Castle. It cannot be found, but the Magistrate’s account of it is, that it 
purported to be from a woman, but was expressed as if it had some covered 
meaning; mentioned a longing till her nails should grow so long as to tear fiesh 
and draw blood, aiid in more than one place expressed a wish to draw blood. On 
the whole, the Magistrate states his opinion to have been at the time, that the 
letter was written by Emmet. 

Mr. Mason was transmitted to Dublin, where, on the 9 ,h of August, he was 
under the Chief Secretary’s warrant committed to Kilmainham. 

[S*e the Magistrate's Statement, Appendix, No. 1.] 

In the latter end of August Robert Emmet was taken, and committed to the 
same prison. 

George Dunn, an Englishman, formerly one of the underkeepers, and a con- 
fidential attendant on the State Prisoners, and now the chief keeper of Kilmain- 
ham, swears. That about the 5 th of September (being at that time one of the 
underkeepers) he was applied to by Mr. St. John Mason to procure the escape 
of Emmet, then also a prisoner in Kilmainham Gaol, for which he promised him 
the sum of five hundred pounds; adding, that should Emmet get clear off, he 
(Dunn) would receive one thousand pounds in a!!, and that he should be kept 
harmless. Dunn further swears, that conceiving it his duty to prevent, if pos- 
sible, the execution of such a plan, and that the best mode of doing so was not 
immediately to reject Mason’s proposal, he promised to consider it; but in the 
mean time communicated with his “ Superiors in office,” and, in consequence 
of the directions he received, had another interview with Mason, and said he 
would endeavour to comply with his request ; upon which Mason gave him a 
note to deliver to Emmet, which note he withheld, but communicated the con- 
tents to Emmet, and it was ultimately handed to Mr. Wickham. 

Dunn also swears, that Mason then proposed, with which Dunn seemed to 
comply, that he should procure the key from Mr. John Dunn, the then keeper, 
while at dinner, and so let Emmet escape; and inform Emmet thereof that he 
might take such steps as he thought necessary, which he accordingly did ; that 
Emmet then gave him a note to Mr. Mason to procure clothes for the purpose of 
disguise, which note he was directed to shew to Mr. John Dunn the keeper, and 
afterwards delivered it to Mason, who said * * * would be with him the fol- 
lowing day, and would procure what was desired : That Mason gave him (Dunn) 
several things' to carry to Emmet , which he immediately shewed to his superiors. 
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■arid then delivered them to Emmet, except some articles which were considered 
improper to be conveyed to him. 

Dunn further swears, that he afterwards informed Meson that it would be out 
of his power to effect Emmet's escape, as Mr. John Dunn, the then keeper, 
remained entirely in that part of the prison ; upon which Mason gave him a 
guinea note as a reward (which he a'so handed to his superiors). At the same 
time, Dunn swears, that Mason requested him to instruct * * * a person 
■whom he supposed would be produced on Emmet s trial, how to act according 
to the directions Mason then gave Dunn, for the purpose of preventing her giving 
^evidence. 

Emmet, was tried on the 19 th , and executed on the 20 th of September. After 
his trial, he wrote a letter to Mr. Wickham, then Chief Secretary, evidently not See Appendix, 
■with any hope of pardon or respite, but apparently dictated by a sense of No. 4. 
justice, and by that sentiment of magnanimity with which, whatever his crimes 
may have been, he certainly conducted himself 011 that solemn Occasion. In that 
letter he declared, that it had been his intention not only to have acknowledged 
the delicacy with which lie had been personally treated, but to have done the 
most public justice to the mildness of the then Administration of this Country, 
and at the same time to have acquitted them, as far as rested with him, of any 
charge of remissness in not having previously detected a conspiracy, which from 
its closeness, he knew it was impossible to have done. 

That Emmet had Mason then in his thoughts cantxSt be proved ; but it ca > 
scarcely be supposed that he would have unnecessarily used such language if 
he had been satisfied of the innocence of so near a relative, Konfined, to his 
knowledge, in the same prison. 

Shortly before Emmet's execution, Russell was committed to the same prison, 
n traitor of equal note, but having no private connection with Mr. Mason. 

Dunn swears, that Ma-on, after Emmet's execution, proposed to procure Mr* 

. Russell’s escape, having then mentioned he was convinced it was not to be inr 
puted to Dunn that Emmet had not been saved by his exertions, and that Mason 
then offered a Bank note of one hundred pounds to Dunn, and further promises, 
if what lie desired Should be effected. Dunn further swears, that he agreed to 
this proposal, upon which Mason informed him, that the note had been sent to 
Mr. Russell, and that if he stated to Russell the manner in which Mason had 
■sent the note, Russell would then give it to him. Accordingly (Dunn swears) 
that he addressed himself to Russell in the following words: “ By the same 
“ token. Mason sent you a note for one hundred pounds in a piece of an old 
“ newspaper upon which Russell asked him, “ whether it could be done 

now ?” meaning, whether his escape could be effected. Dunn replied in the 
affirmative. Russell objected to it on account of the lateness of the hour and 
the pickets being set, but said, that the next evening earlier he would be pre- 
pared ; he, however, was disappointed in this expectation, as in the morning he 
was taken to Downpatrick ; and, upon finding that the hundred pound note had 
not answered the purpose of effecting his escape, confided in Dunn, who further 
swears, that he (Russell) gave him the note to return to Mason (evidently from 
this circumstance the original owner of it.) Dunn farther swears, that having got 
the note, he wished to discover by whom it had been conveyed to Russell, and 
for that purpose told Mason that Russell had not received the note, on which 
Mason exclaimed against the perfidy of the messenger, naming him “ Paddy;” 
but said it was of little moment, as he could stop payment of the note, the num- 
ber and description of it being entered in one of the leaves of a book which he 
- produced ; this book, Dunn swears, he soon after contrived to get possession of, 
and sent it to the Castle. The buok so sent is in the Chief Secretary’s office ; 
it is Foster’s Crown Law, and has the number of the note entered in one of the 
pages ; this entry is in Mason's handwriting ; the note was also sent to the 
Castle, where it remains in the Chief Secretary’s office. 

[See Appendix, No.'5. Letter from Geo. Dunn, and his Affidavit annexed.] 

There are two original letters of Mr. St. John Mason's also in the Chief 
Secretary’s office, respecting the hundred pound note alluded to in Dunn’s 
*• • statement ; 
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statement; one to the Right honourable William Wickham, dated Kilmainham, 
October 14 th 1803, mentioning, “that a gentleman who had been confined in 
“ that prison had deposited with Mason a bank note of one hundred pounds 
“ previous to his leaving the prison, which he had given to a person of the name 
“ of Patrick Smith, a convict under order of transportation, to return to that 
lt gentleman, expressing his fears that the note had not been delivered,^ and 
“ requesting, that Smith might be detained until he could ascertain the fad.” 

[See Appendix, No. 6.] 

The other letter to the High Sheriff of the County of Down, stating, that 
« Mr. Russell had deposited with him as a trust, a bank note, on Monday, the 
“ day previous to his departure for the North ; that he gave it to Patrick Smith 
“ to deliver, but feared Russell never received it; and requesting the Sheriff to 
“ make application to Russell, and ascertain the fact.” 

[See Appendix, No. 7. and Memorandum at the foot of it.] 

About that time arrived a letter, dated September 1803, directed to Mr. Flint, 
then private Secretary to Mr. Wickham, now head of the Irish Office, London ; 
this letter seemed to have been written in answer to some enquiries mad# by him 
concerning Mason. Who the writer may have been I know not, but he appears 
to have been some secret informer of the Government : the original is lost ; but 
an extract was taken from it very carefully at the time, in a boojc kept for such 
purposes ; a copy of which is hereunto annexed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. S. TOWNSEND. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. x. 

COPY of the Examination of the Magistrate, Chief Secretary's Office, Dublin 
Castle, September 2 6 th 1811. 

AR RESTED Mr. John Mason in 1803, in consequence of a letter from this office from 
Mr. Marsden, as witness thinks, and thinks he shewed Mason the letter brought to him by 
a Yeoman of the name of found Mason in an Inn at Nenagh, and took him ; be 

appeared at&rst very much frightened. He searched him, found nothing on his person, nor in 
iiis desk or letter-case, which he .opened ; hu t wished much to get one particular letter, 
which he said was from a girl in Loudon. Witness desired to see it, and on reading thought, 
it a sort of disguise, probably from Emmet, written in too ambiguous a manner; kept no 
copy. It purported to be from a woman , and one of the expressions was, of a longing till 
•her nails should grow so long as to tear flesh and draw blood, and repeated several times, 
■“ Oh 1 how l long to draw blood.” Witness sent it to the Castle with the rest, and ob- 
served .on it in his letter ; read none of the others, but sent the .whole sealed up. H e returned 
witness thanks for his kind treatment in the morning, having passed the night in custody. 

Witness asked if he could account why he had been taken up ; he said he had been 
quizzing some ladies at Sea Point with .politics, and supposed they had reported of him ; he 
said he had lain in a Hotel in .lamcs-street a night or two after the 23 d of J uly, and had 
travelled in various ways to Nenagh. 

Witness knows lie was at Sea Point on the night of July 23 d 1803. 

He was civil to witness, but, as he has heard, quarrelled with every person in whose custody 
lie w r as after. 

In some time after # * * * told witness that, a man from Kerry had informed him, that 
tile people there were ready to rise but Cor the arrest of their Colonel by witness. 

Witness had a relation of his own name who held a place in the Revenues in Kerry, and 
wrote to Witness to get him removed, as he expected to he murdered for his name, on 
.account of witness having arrested Mason. 



No. 2. 

Copy of original NOTE in the handwriting of Mr. St. John Mason ; — now in 
tire Chief Secretary's Office. 

Y OU must relinquish every idea of not going alone, ■or nothing can fee done. I see no 
•reason why G. (.George Dunn) should go ; on the contrary, consider it would be most 
imprudent and impolitic, and . the delay of discovery may be for the hour even by his stay- 
ing. I have a friend at Booths Town, who will be here to-morrow. If he can, 1 know he 
will procure a : bluc coat that .will do, but it oannot be brought here. Surely you would 
be less liable to discovery by being alone, wherever you went for two nights. The only 
possible. reason you can have for not having G. stay, is on account of 11 . and A. In short 
give up that idea, or the whole .will be impracticable. G. will be safe by remaining (not 
so if he goes); it may be unpleasant to him at first; but he has nothing to do but to persist 
in his negligence and brave it. 

You must go singly ; consider. the clue to discovery in G. A. R. and E. wife of one con- 
nection, of another, and so on, ike. Prepare therefore to go alone. 

You say, if you could all be safe far two nights ; suppose 1 grant all but the “ if.” But 
I say the difficulty of concealment, even afterwards, would be ten-fold fox each person : 

I once more I conjure you not to think of it. 

Sept r 1803. 

T - 

No. 3. 

Copy of an original NOTE in the handwriting of Mr. Robert Emmet ; — now in 
I tiie Chief Secretary’s Office. 

ASK G. at what time Mr. D. dines, and if he leaves any one at the door then. Though 
it might be a little early, yet as he is longer away then than at any other time, it would 
better enable us all to go out, aud with the change of dress, would" not be noticed. If it 
cannot be done then, he must t&atch the first ooponunity after dinner that Mr. D. goes down 

259. B the 

_ 
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